
 

 

 
PDX  Israel 2020 

Jewish Federation of Greater Portland 
Community Trip to Israel 

March 19-28, 2020 
(Subject to change) 

 

 
Day 1: Thursday, March 19th-Arrival in Israel 

 Evening individual arrivals at Israel’s Ben Gurion international airport. 

 Transfer to Tel Aviv. 

 Hotel check-in.  Have a chance to rest and relax following the long journey.   
Overnight: Dan Panorama Hotel OR David Intercontinental Hotel, Tel Aviv 
 
 
Day 2: Friday, March 20th-Explore Tel Aviv 

 Optional: Early morning outdoor activities along Tel Aviv’s iconic ‘tayelet’ beachfront 
promenade.  Activity choices can include (choose one per person): Energetic walk or run, 
bicycles, Torah Yoga or Krav Maga. 

 After breakfast, meet with Alon Ben David for a briefing on The State of the State. 
 
Alon Ben-David is a television and print journalist who has been covering the Middle East 
conflict for the last three decades. Specializing in defense and military issues, Mr. Ben David 
is currently Senior Defense Correspondent for Israel Channel 14 and a contributor to several 
international publications. He used to anchor the network’s Friday news magazine. Mr. Ben-
David has covered all major events in the region in the last three decades, including the first 
and second Intifada, the assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, the Disengagement 
from Gaza, Israel's wars in Lebanon and the recent Gaza conflicts. He has reported from 
scenes of major global events, such as the 9/11 attacks in NY. 
Alon Ben-David holds a BA in political science from Tel Aviv University and a master’s in 
public administration from Harvard University. He is a senior research fellow at the Center for 
International Communication at Bar-Ilan University. Mr. Ben-David frequently lectures 
throughout the world on topics relating to the Middle East. 

 

 Depart the hotel. 

 Visit the ancient Old City of Jaffa, and experience the charms, history, and unique heritage of 
what is argued to be the world's oldest port city (dating back over 4,000 years!). 

 Stroll through the fashionable and upscale neighborhood of Neve Tzedek, the first Jewish 
neighborhood to be built outside the ancient port of Jaffa. 

 Afterwards, stroll through the famed Nahalat Binyamin Arts & Crafts Market.  Located 
adjacent to the bustling Shuk Hacarmel (Carmel Market), this lively street fair provides a 
location for local artists and craftspeople to display their crafts.  Stroll amongst hundreds of 



 

 

locals and visitors alike as we take in the festive atmosphere which prevails here, as well as 
watch the city of Tel Aviv come to life around you. 

 Have lunch on own at the Carmel Market (Shuk Hacarmel), the city's largest outdoor market 
which features a fantastic selection of the very best of Israel's local produce and culinary 
creations, representing the country's diverse and multi-ethnic population. 

 Later this afternoon, get a glimpse of the real cultural DNA of Tel Aviv through a special 
Graffiti and Street Art Tour in the hip Florentine neighborhood, guided by Murielle Cohen.  
Together with Murielle, we will have the opportunity to create our own graffiti art. 

 Return to the hotel and have the remainder of the afternoon at leisure to rest, relax and 
prepare for Shabbat. 

 Optional Kabbalat Shabbat services (choose one per person; subject to availability): 
o Kabbalat Shabbat services led by community rabbis on the beach. 
o Participate in a special musical Kabbalat Shabbat service at Beit Tefilah Yisraeli.  

Welcome in the Shabbat with both traditional and renewed Jewish melodies at this 
multi-generational and inclusive community of committed and passionate Israelis 
who have created a model for a new kind of experiential and creative pluralistic 
congregation, unaffiliated with any movement. 

o At the International Synagogue, participate in Kabbalat Shabbat alongside Tel Aviv’s 
modern Orthodox community which is comprised of a diverse assortment of both 
local Sabras and olim chadashim. 

o Participate in Kabbalat Shabbat together with local Reform or Masorti (Conservative) 
congregations. 

 Upon return from Kabbalat Shabbat services, there will be a brief reception at the hotel for 
opening remarks to be given by the trip’s professional and lay leadership.  Musical 
accompaniment will be provided by Voices for Peace, the Jaffa Arab Jewish Community 
Center’s high school youth choir.  In the choir, long term musical collaboration allows 
Muslim, Jewish, and Christian singers to found positive relations with their peers, and break 
the status quo of the “other.”  Each song reflects its unison of cultures-- melding together 
Arabic, Eastern, Western, and Jewish influences and language.   

 Shabbat dinner at the hotel. 
Overnight: Dan Panorama Hotel OR David Intercontinental Hotel, Tel Aviv 
 
 
Day 3: Saturday, March 21st-Shabbat in Tel Aviv 

 After breakfast, enjoy your choice from the following morning touring options (choose one 
per person): 

o Visit BINA-The Jewish Movement for Social Change.  BINA combines Jewish learning, 
social action and community building running cultural, social and educational 
programs that reach more than 50,000 from Israel and abroad each year. With a 
range of activities that is broad and diverse, all their programs work together to serve 
its mission; to strengthen Israel as a democratic, pluralistic and just society.  There, 



 

 

participate in an interactive Limmud Workshop- Shabbat, Social Justice, and Modern 
Israel. 

o Visit the recently renovated Beit Hatfutsot-Museum of the Jewish People.  Beit 
Hatfutsot is a global center for Jews worldwide that plays a pivotal role as a vibrant, 
dynamic and interactive educational and cultural institution, strengthening Jewish 
identity and perpetuating Jewish heritage globally.  Teens will especially love its new 
exhibition, Heroes – Trailblazers of the Jewish People, providing a refreshing view of what it 
really means to be a hero. Visitors will meet different types of Jewish heroes throughout our 
history including scientists, intellectuals, leaders, revolutionaries, cultural figures, athletes 
and more – men and women with unique talents. This remarkable and diverse selection 
represents the heroism of our people through history, while showing that success has many 
different faces. 

o Take your turn at the controls of an Israeli Air Force F-16 at The Squadron, a state-of-
the-art flight simulator in Herzliya.   

o Explore the renowned Tel Aviv Museum, widely considered to be the most important 
museum for contemporary art in Israel.  Guided by one of the museum curators, we 
will explore the museum collection and the architecture of its award-winning new 
wing. 

o On a walking tour, discover Tel Aviv’s iconic Bauhaus architecture.  An effect of mass 
aliya by Jews from Germany in the 1930‘s, Germany’s Bauhaus architecture 
movement found a new capital in Tel Aviv-so much so that the city is home to more 
Bauhaus buildings than any city on earth.  Tel Aviv’s “White City”- as the Bauhaus-
rich neighborhoods are known- has been designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
(Shomer Shabbat-friendly).  

 
All together: 

 Visit Sarona, a newly renovated neighborhood that combines a unique architectural history 
with a dynamic urban experience.  The renewed colony includes an urban park, surrounded 
by accurately restored original buildings of the initial German Templar settlement which 
have been transformed into elegant cafes, ritzy restaurants, high-end art galleries and an 
assortment of specialty shops.  At the trendy Sarona Market, have an opportunity to grab 
lunch from one of the many terrific food stalls featuring the best artisanal culinary selections 
(For participants who are Shomer Shabbat, lunch at the hotel can be provided at an 
additional cost). 

 Return to the hotel. 

 This afternoon, meet with veteran Israel & Jewish educator Joe Perlov for Conflict in 
Context: The Changing Map of Israel and the Middle East. This program, which has been 
presented to thousands of participants in Israel and America, serves as both an introduction 
to and update of the history of the Middle East, and the current geopolitical situation in 
Israel and its surroundings. Joe gives participants an understanding of the competing 
narratives in Israel, as well as the Jewish and non-Jewish worlds, and serves as a window into 
the various positions at work in the area. 

 Havdalah on the beach. 



 

 

 Free evening at leisure; dinner on own (restaurant recommendations and reservations to be 
provided by the on-site coordinators). 

Overnight: Dan Panorama Hotel OR David Intercontinental Hotel, Tel Aviv 
 
 
Day 4: Sunday, March 22nd-Exiting the Bubble: Exploring the Galilee OR Negev 

 After breakfast, we check-out of our hotel accommodations. 

 Discover Tel Aviv’s Independence Trail.  Learn about how Tel Aviv became known as the 
“White City” and a UNESCO World Heritage Site as you explore Rothschild Boulevard and 
the beautiful architecture surrounding you.   

 Choose from the following (choose one per person): Explore the "State of Mind" Israel 
Innovation Center.  This 'Start-Up Nation' museum highlights Israeli achievements in 
entrepreneurship, innovation and technology in a variety of sectors including agriculture, 
medicine, defense, cyber security, science, transportation, aerospace and more (subject to 
availability) OR Visit Independence Hall, the site where David Ben Gurion proclaimed Israel’s 
independence on May 14th, 1948.   

 Visit the Yitzhak Rabin Center, built in a downward spiral and presenting two parallel 
stories: the history of the State of Israel and the biography of Yitzhak Rabin.  The museum's 
exhibits focus on historical turning points in the country’s development, presenting the 

conflicts, social challenges and dilemmas the country faced at that time. 

 Afterwards, we will divide up into two separate tracks for the next two days, Go North! 
Discovering the Galil & Golan OR Visions of the Desert-Exploring the Negev 

 

Go North! Discovering the Galil & Golan 
 
Day 4: Sunday, March 22nd 

 Depart Tel Aviv and head north along Israel’s coastal highway, travelling adjacent to the 
Mediterranean Sea.  

 Lunch on own en route. 

 At Caesarea, explore the ancient Roman amphitheater, Crusader harbor and 12th-century 
ramparts with the exclusive help of cutting-edge Virtual Reality technology, bringing you 
back in time to see the buildings of the city as they once were, in all their glory. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcL-zbrpJjY 

 Visit the quaint village of Zichron Yaakov.  Founded by the 'Chalutzim' (pioneers) of the First 
Aliyah with the generous assistance of the Baron Edmund James de Rothschild in 1882.  At 
the First Aliyah Museum, learn about the trials and tribulations of the fledgling 'Yishuv' of 
Jewish pioneers and their perplexing efforts to settle the land of Israel under the most 
difficult of conditions OR in Atlit walk through the detention camp that held Holocaust 
refugees denied entry into Eretz Yisrael by the British; see the incredible, newly arrived 
“illegal immigration” boat with its wonderful high-tech laser presentation about heroic pre-
State immigration.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcL-zbrpJjY


 

 

 Travel across the northern Galilee region to our Kibbutz hotel accommodations. 

 Hotel check-in.  Have a chance to rest, relax and prepare for the evening. 

 Dinner at hotel. 

 This evening, gather together for a traditional Kibbutz-style ‘kumsitz’ bonfire. 
Overnight: Pastoral Hotel, Kibbutz Kfar Blum OR Hagoshrim Hotel, Kibbutz Hagoshrim 
 
 
Day 5: Monday, March 23rd-Discovering the North-Your Way! 

 After breakfast, choose from one of three tracks to discover the north in your own way. 
 
Participants to choose from one of the following three tracks: 
 
Track One: Geopolitics & Security 
 
Today’s touring will be accompanied by Col. (Res.) Kobi Marom. 
 

 Depart the hotel and drive to the nearby community of Sha’ar Yishuv.  There, meet with Col. 
(Res.) Kobi Marom and begin the day’s touring with a moment of memorial and reflection at 
the serene Helicopter Memorial, commemorating the tragic loss of 73 IDF soldiers in 1997 
when their helicopters, transporting them to combat operations in Lebanon, tragically 
collided mid-air.  Together with Kobi, who was the commander of many of the soldier, 
explore the history and heritage of the disaster and its place in the modern Israeli narrative. 

 Next, participate in a thrilling ATV tour of the Golan Heights! Stopping at important locations 
along the way, learn about the history of Israel's possession of the strategic plateau during 
the Six Day War and its retention of it during the Yom Kippur War. Hear why, despite efforts 
to the contrary, the Israeli consensus is to hold on to the region in any future peace accord. 

 Visit the Golan's Mount Ben Tal. Take in the fantastic vantage point of Syria from the top of 
this ancient volcano-turned-operating base during the Yom Kippur War. Standing a mere 20 
miles from Damascus, discuss the innumerable inner rifts within Syria; the potential for the 
'Sinaization' of the Golan; the sources and impacts of Assad's allegiances and alliances from 
the Russia to Iran; and the situation's impact on Israel's current and future behavior, with a 
special focus on the impact of Israeli innovation and technology (subject to availability). 

 Have lunch in a local Druze Village.  Learn about the intriguing history and heritage of the 
Druze in this region of the country while enjoying a home hospitality lunch. 

 Afterwards, travel to Kibbutz Ein Zivan and visit the award-winning Pelter Winery for a 
delicious wine tasting.   

o For families & teens: Visit the adjacent De Karina Chocolate Factory and enjoy a 
chocolate-making workshop. 

 Return to the hotel. 
 
Track Two: Arts, Culture & Culinary 
 



 

 

 Depart the hotel and travel across the Galilee to the ancient port city of Akko. 

 Designated by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site, Akko (Acre) features a multitude of 
fortresses, citadels, churches and mosques all depicting the history of the many rulers – 
Canaanites, Greeks, Romans, Byzantines, Crusaders, Mamelukes, Ottomans, British and 
finally Israelis - who governed and fought for this city throughout its vibrant history. Its 
colorful Oriental markets, museums and impressive archaeological sites are a few more of 
the city’s attractions.   

 Continuously ranked amongst the best in the country, Hummus Said brings over 200 years of 
experience to the Middle East’s most ubiquitous dish. Join the many Israelis-Jews and Arabs 
alike-who come here to chow down on this delicious regional staple. 

 Head to the visitors’ center of Sindyanna of Galilee in the Arab village of Cana.  The center 
exposes visitors to its vision of promoting fair trade and economic opportunities for Arab 
women, assisting olive growers and producers from the Galilee, and enhancing Arab-Jewish 
cooperation. Participate in a basket weaving workshop for Arab and Jewish women, which 
allows the opportunity for learn from and interact with one other. 

 Conclude the day in Rosh Pina.  Stroll along the cobblestone streets, viewing the vestiges of 
the town's original homes and community buildings which are now home to some of Israel's 
best local artist galleries.  Have a chance to meet with some of the artists in their studios. 

 Return to the hotel. 
 
Track Three: Active Outdoor 
 

 Depart the hotel. 

 Hike around the Banias, one of Israel’s most beautiful nature reserves. The Banias spring 
feeds into the Jordan River, the reserve’s large waterfall tumbles down a 33-foot precipice 
year-round, a nearby cave houses remains of a temple to the Greek god Pan. In the wars of 
1948 and 1967, when the Golan was held by Syria, the site housed a Syrian officers’ club. 

 Take a lively bike ride along the paths adjacent to the Upper Jordan River, as it makes its 
rolling way south.  At a certain point, transferring our method of transportation, we enjoy a 
kayaking adventure as the river winds its way towards the Sea of Galilee.  Conclude with a 
picnic falafel lunch. 

 Conclude at the Agamon Hahula Nature Reserve.  This fertile landscape serves as a way-
station and home to a myriad variety of migrating birds as they make their way from the 
northern Europe and Asia towards their winter homes in Africa (and vice versa).  Experience 
the sight of literally thousands of different species of birds large and small as we transverse 
the expanse of the park in a safari wagon with a local naturalist.  Learn about the draining 
projects conducted here by Israel in its early days and their long-term effects on the local 
and national ecosystem. 

 Return to the hotel. 
 
All together:  
 



 

 

 At the hotel, have a chance to rest, relax and prepare for the evening. 

 This evening, participate in a hands-on culinary workshop & dinner at Gadi Elias’s Baba 
Yona Ranch-featuring a delicious menu of locally-inspired grilled meats and traditional and 
fresh Galilean salads served alongside a selection of regional wines and diverse craft beers.  
For dinner, we will be accompanied by IDF soldiers serving in the region. 

Overnight: Pastoral Hotel, Kibbutz Kfar Blum OR Hagoshrim Hotel, Kibbutz Hagoshrim 
 
 
Day 6: Tuesday, March 24th- Discovering the North-Travelling the Jordan Valley 

 Optional early-morning activities: Take a refreshing hike around the Banias Nature Preserve, 
featuring a hanging bridge over a waterfall and lots of ancient history OR Witness the sight 
of tens of thousands of migrating birds during peak feeding time at the Agamon Hahula 
Nature Reserve from the vantage point of a custom-built mobile birdwatching platform. 

 After breakfast, we check-out of our hotel accommodations and depart the region. 

 Drive to the mystical city of Tzfat, one of the Four Holy Cities according to tradition, and the 
birthplace of Jewish Mysticism. Walk through the narrow, winding alleys. Visit some of the 
beautiful and historical synagogues and browse through the artists’ workshops and galleries 
found in the flourishing artists' quarter.   

 Choose one per person: Over the past decade, the world of Kabbalah has become a focal 
point for hundreds of thousands of people from around the world. Meet with Rabbi Eyal 
Reiss, director of the International Center for Tzfat Kabbalah, for an introduction into the 
secrets of the Kabbalah OR at the Kinneret Courtyard, learn about the history of cooperative 
settlement of Israel and farming in the early 20th century. The courtyard includes a khan 
(rest house) built in 1870, where the first visitors to the farm stayed, and various other 
buildings. 

 Lunch on own. 

 Drive south through the Jordan Valley, forming Israel’s border with the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan.  En route, discuss the history of this region (both ancient & modern) and the 
strategic role it plays in efforts to reach a peace agreement.  Make our way towards the 
Dead Sea region. 

 Meet up with the remainder of the trip’s participants at an exclusive location located off-
the-beaten-path for an amazing Desert Extravaganza! 

 

 
Visions of the Desert-Exploring the Negev 
 
Day 4: Sunday, March 22nd 

 Depart Tel Aviv and drive south. 

 Lunch on own. 

 Travel to the nearby city of Rehovot and visit the historic Ayalon Institute, where the 
Hagana produced munitions in secret under the noses of the British authorities in pre-state 
Palestine. 



 

 

 Travel south into the Negev Desert and proceed to our Kibbutz guesthouse accommodation 
for check-in. 

 This evening, visit Kibbutz Gvulot, located near Israel’s southern borders with neighboring 
Egypt and the Gaza Strip. 

 Experience Pioneers in the Negev-a unique, interactive and unforgettable reenactment of 
the frontier Kibbutz’s establishment (including dinner). 

 Afterwards, relax at a traditional Kibbutz Kumsitz bonfire, featuring an acoustic Israeli and 
folk song session, wine & beer and, of course, smores! 

Overnight: Kibbutz Tze’elim Country Lodging OR Kibbutz Gvulot Country Lodging 
 
 
Day 5: Monday, March 23rd – Visions of the Desert-Exploring the Negev, Your Way! 
 
Participants to choose from one of the following three tracks: 
 
Track One: Geopolitics and Security-The Western Negev 
 

 After breakfast, travel to the "Otef Azza" (Gaza Perimeter) region.  This area has been 
uniquely affected by the Hamas terror organization and government in the Gaza Strip; its 
residents often suffering from incoming rocket fire launched from Gaza into Israel. 

 Spend the day with Col. (Res.) Grisha Yakubovich, former Head of the Civilian Department in 
the IDF’s Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories unit. Col. Yakubovich led 
strategic dialogue between the international community, Israel and the Palestinian Authority 
on economics, infrastructure and foreign affairs.  

 Next to Nitzanim, stop at Hill 69.  Learn about the little-known issue of Gaza’s Palestinian 
refugees, as well as view Israel’s advanced Iron Dome missile defense system. 

 Drive to the Erez Border Crossing.  Learn about the crossing’s special nature as a chief 
location for the transit of humanitarian aid and as a place where Palestinians cross between 
the Gaza Strip and Israel.   

 Stop at Kibbutz Nir Am, where the first terror tunnel was discovered and destroyed in the 
July '14 war.  At the Assaf Sibony memorial, view the northern Gaza Strip (visit subject to 
security conditions). 

 Lunch en route. 

 Choose one for the group: Visit the Israel Trauma Coalition’s Sderot Resilience Center.  The 
60,000 residents of the Gaza envelope region have faced consistent physical threats and 
injuries, damage to infrastructure, community-wide trauma and death for many years.  The 
constant emotional barrage shows its influence in signs of anxiety, depression and PTSD 
amongst all strata of the population, as well as elevated rates of teenage aggression, 
diabetes and hypertension. The ITC’s Resilience Centers in the Western Negev have become 
the central address for immediate, proactive intervention, training and real-time relief in the 
area OR Visit the community of Netiv Ha'Asara.  Tour this special moshav, located on the 
southern border with Gaza, and learn about the community’s drive to continue to seek for 



 

 

peace with their neighbors despite, and in the face of the frequent missile and mortar 
attacks directed at it by Hamas in Gaza.  Tour the moshav’s border wall which has been 
transformed into a wall of peace with unique ceramics, as well as engage in an open 
conversation with local resident Hila Fenlon to talk about the challenges and benefits of life 
in the region (subject to availability). 

 Return to Kibbutz guesthouse. 
 
Track Two: The Great Outdoors 
 

 After breakfast, travel south towards the Israeli development town of Mitzpe Ramon. 

 En route, we stop at Kibbutz Sde Boker to visit the picturesque burial site of Prime Minister 
David Ben Gurion looking out towards the breathtaking view of the biblical stream of Zin. 
The settlement of the Negev was one of Israel's first prime minister's most ambitious goals, 
and it was here that he felt that the future of the Jewish nation would ultimately be fulfilled. 

 The town of Mitzpe Ramon is located prominently on the edge of one of the most 
fundamentally unique and visually stunning phenomenon nature has to offer-the Machtesh 
Ramon-Ramon Crater.  Created millions of years ago by immense forces of erosion when the 
Dead Sea rift valley opened, the crater is one of only 5 erosion craters existing on earth.  
Stretching almost across the entirety of the Negev, the Machtesh features a blinding 
abundance of natural phenomena such as ancient volcanoes, geological formations, fossils, 
as well as a wide variety of highly specialized desert flora and fauna. 

 Accompanied by knowledgeable local desert guides, explore the natural surroundings by 
rappelling down the face of the crater!  Afterwards, we board jeeps for a thrilling excursion 
throughout the expanse of the crater.  Lunch to be provided. 

 Conclude the day at the Ramon Visitor Center.  Named for the late Israeli astronaut Ilan 
Ramon, discover and learn about the intense geological forces which created the crater, as 
well as its natural environment, unique Israeli history, and the direction of its future.   

 Return to the Kibbutz guesthouse. 
 

 
Track Three: Desert Encounters of Expression 
 

 After breakfast, visit CyberSpark, the Israeli Cyber Innovation Arena in Be’er Sheva and learn 
about the evolution and impact of Israel’s start-up nation economy on the Negev. 

 Travel south through the Negev desert to the Bedouin village of Lakiya to encounter 
Bedouin and Bedouin women activists.  Take part in a desert-weaving project with them. 

 Drive to Kibbutz Sde Boker and hear the story of this unique community's settlement of the 
desert as an equal society, and learn about its most famous member, Israel's first Prime 
Minister David Ben Gurion.  Lunch to be provided. 

 Choose one for the group: Continue to the ancient Nabatean city & fortress of Avdat.  See 
firsthand how this unique and vanished civilization once flourished amongst the most 
difficult conditions of the desert, and see evidence of their once vibrant wine industry by 



 

 

viewing their ancient wine press OR Sitting on the ancient hidden remains and terraces of a 
Nabatean vineyard, Carmey Avdat Winery produces excellent wines utilizing production 
methods consistent with desert ecology which acquire a unique desert aroma, making them 
choice vintage varieties. 

 Return to the Kibbutz guesthouse. 
 
All together:  

 

 At the hotel, have a chance to rest, relax and prepare for the evening. 

 Dinner at the hotel. 

 This evening, enjoy a spectacular star-gazing activity and tour of the area's brilliantly lit-up 
night sky.   

Overnight: Kibbutz Tze’elim Country Lodging OR Kibbutz Gvulot Country Lodging 
 
 
Day 6: Tuesday, March 24th-Visions of the Dead Sea 

 Optional early-morning activities:  Take in breathtaking views of the sunrise over the desert 
near the remote Shivta Sands and show off your best moves as you try your turn at Desert 
Sandsurfing OR Set out for an easy morning hike along the hanging bridge in the desert 
preserve near Kibbutz Tze’elim. 

 After breakfast, we check-out of our Kibbutz guesthouse accommodations and travel across 
the Negev towards the Dead Sea region. 

 Stop at a Dead Sea resort for an opportunity to swim and 'float' on the Dead Sea, the lowest 
place on the surface of the Earth.   

 Next, hike up the 'Snake Path' to summit Masada (or ascend via cable car for those not 
interested in hiking).  Tour the remains of King Herod's desert retreat and fortress, whose 
condition is so well preserved by the arid conditions of the Judean Desert.  Learn about the 
history of this fascinating place, a symbol of the ancient sovereignty of the Kingdom of Israel.  
Hear about the tale of its violent destruction and as the last stand of Jewish patriots in the 
face of the Roman legion.  Additionally, explore the motif of collective memory in the Zionist 
epic as we discuss the notion of Masada as an ethos to the Zionist narrative and its place in 
Israeli society and collective identity. 

 Meet up with the remainder of the trip’s participants at an exclusive location located off-
the-beaten-path for an amazing Desert Extravaganza! 

All Together: 
 

 Both tracks to meet up at an exclusive and off-the-beaten-path location for an amazing 
Desert Extravaganza event.  Come together as a community for an afternoon and early 
evening of celebration of our time in Israel with the very best the desert can offer.  The 
event will feature desert musicians, ODT-style activities (Desert tracking, meditation, yoga, 
hikes and, of course, camel rides!) as well as a fabulous Bedouin-style hospitality feast 
featuring belly dancers and a drum circle. 



 

 

 Travel to Jerusalem for hotel check-in. 
Overnight: Dan Panorama Hotel OR David Citadel Hotel, Jerusalem 
 
 
Day 7: Wednesday, March 25th-Jerusalem’s Old City 

 After breakfast, take your pick from a variety of sessions during a morning seminar relating 
to many of the nuanced issues and challenges which face Israel and the Jewish world.  
Choose one per person: 

o Meet with Dr. Einat Wilf for a session on Women and Politics in Israel.  Dr. Wilf was 
a Member of the 18th Knesset, Chair of the Education, Culture & Sports Committee 
and a member of the Foreign Affairs & Defense Committee.  Before entering politics, 
she served as foreign policy advisor to the late President Shimon Peres.  

o Meet with Dr. Tal Becker, Senior Fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem 
and legal adviser to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Dr. Becker has been a 
senior member of the Israeli peace negotiation team in successive rounds of peace 
negotiations. He has years of experience on the front lines of many of Israel's most 
pressing diplomatic, legal and policy challenges as a veteran negotiator, and key 
behind the scenes representative, for Israel in a wide variety of contexts.  This 
morning, Dr. Becker will speak to us about ‘The Changing Place of Israel in American 
Jewish Identity.’ 

o Take in a performance of esteemed communicator and actress Helen Gottstein’s 
new ‘Home or Homeland: Why Don’t Israelis Line Up?  This funny, interactive 
addresses the dissonance many Jews feel visiting their homeland and finding that it is 
nothing like home. 

o Meet with Sarah Tuttle-Singer, author of Jerusalem, Drawn and Quartered for a 
conversation that promises to be both entertaining and profound about her 
complicated relationship with Jerusalem’s Old City.  Tuttle-Singer is a US-born 
journalist and media editor living in Israel. She is the new media editor at The Times 
of Israel where her writing covers a range of personal topics including parenting, 
divorce, death, abortion, living under rocket fire and the joys and challenges of 
raising children in Israel. 

o  For kids: Led by the group’s youth counsellors, prepare fun care packages to be 
delivered to IDF Soldiers. 

 Depart the hotel and drive to the Haas Promenade.  Within view of the city King David 
proclaimed Israel's eternal capital 3,000 years ago, we recite Shehechiyanu, the blessing 
expressing our gratitude upon reaching Jerusalem. 

 Choose one per person: Visit the City of David- Experience firsthand 5,000 years of history as 
we descend into the ancient foundations of King David’s Jerusalem. Here, our tour will take 
us through the wet Siloam’s Tunnel built by King Hezekiah to protect the city’s water source 
from the invading Assyrian Army during the days of the First Temple OR Visit the ongoing 
archaeological excavations and sifting at Emek Tzurim, where City of David archaeologists 
explore the recovered remains consisting of materials from the Temple Mount.  Here, we 



 

 

will have a hands-on opportunity to participate in the efforts to discover artifacts and relics 
from the Temple Mount. 

 Ascend through an ancient tunnel which runs beneath the Old City walls to the base of the 
Temple Mount, exiting at the Southern Wall Excavations at the Davidson Center.  Witness 
the grandeur of one of the most formidable sites in the Roman world and hear about the 
role of the Temple to the Jewish people both historically and today. 

 Go to the Kotel-the Western Wall, the ancient retaining wall of the 2nd Temple which stood 
on the Temple Mount (the holiest site in the world for the Jewish people) and a centerpiece 
for Jewish prayer and longing since biblical times.  Here you will have an opportunity for 
personal prayer and reflection at this monumental site. 

 Falafel lunch on own. 

 Tour the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem. Choose from a choice of visits to area 
landmarks such as the Burnt House, Hurva Synagogue and the Herodian Quarter. 

 Free time to explore the Roman Cardo where traditionally shops were located (and are 
located today).   

 Return to the hotel. 

 Dinner on own. 

 This evening, choose from the following optional night activities (choose one per person): 
o Explore the famous Western Wall Tunnels, as they stretch under the homes of the 

Muslim Quarter and make their way along the entirety of the length of the Temple 
Mount (subject to availability). 

o Experience the breathtaking digital choreography of the Night Spectacular sound & 
light show at the Tower of David Museum, located in the Old City.   

o Go on an interactive tour of Ammunition Hill, accompanied by Alon Wald, the 
director of the museum whose father fought and died in the battle.  Strategically 
located, Givat Hatachmoshet was the site of some of the Six Day War's most intense 
combat, as a contingent of Israeli paratroopers vied to oust entrenched units of the 
Jordanian Army to link the country’s enclave on Mt. Scopus with central Jerusalem 
and rest of Israel.   

Overnight: Dan Panorama Hotel OR David Citadel Hotel, Jerusalem 
 
 
Day 8: Thursday, March 26th-Jerusalem, Your Way! 

 After breakfast, come together for a special B’nai Mitzvah ceremony held against the 
backdrop of the Temple Mount at the Egalitarian Platform of the Western Wall. 

 Next, divide up into separate touring tracks for the day and depart the hotel. 
 
Participants can choose one of the following four tracks: 
 
Track 1: Jewish Identity & Pluralism 

 Meet with Anat Hoffman, Chairman of Women of the Wall and executive director of the 
Israel Religious Action Center, the legal and advocacy arm of the Reform Movement in Israel. 



 

 

Previously, she held a seat on the Jerusalem City Council, where for fourteen years she stood 
in opposition to the policies of the city’s right-wing and ultra-Orthodox administration. She 
has dedicated her adult life to the Jewish principle of Tikkun Olam, which literally means 
repairing the world. 

 Visit the Gesher Institute and learn about how creative and innovative efforts are being 
made to promote mutual understanding between religious and secular Jews in Jerusalem 
and Israel-building a cohesive Israeli society that embraces the vibrancy, diversity and shared 
heritage of the Jewish people. 

 Go for a culinary tour of Jerusalem’s ultra-orthodox neighborhood of Mea Shearim. 

 This afternoon, meet with Rabbi Shimon Felix for a special walking tour- Little Known 
Heroes: See and hear about the lives and adventures of fascinating individuals who, 
sometimes almost single-handedly, helped create and protect the modern – and the ancient 
– Jewish state. We visit sites in and around Jerusalem’s Old City which focus on the Jewish 
people’s struggle for independence and the amazing stories of the heroic men and women 
who led the way.  

 Return to hotel. 
 
Track 2: Security & Settlements 

 Go for a Jerusalem Seam Line tour with Col. (Ret.) Miri Eisen, former head of the IDF’s 
Combat Intelligence Corps and assistant director to the director of Military Intelligence.  
Travel along the separation fence with her as she explains the considerations and 
negotiations which went into its construction and how its presence has impacted the city of 
Jerusalem. 

 Travel south of Jerusalem to the Gush Etzion settlement bloc.   

 In Efrat, meet with Mayor Oded Revivi.  From his perspective, learn about the rationale and 
meaning of the settlement movement and the challenges it faces.  Tour the settlement 
(subject to availability). 

 Lunch at the Gush Etzion Winery with Mois Navon. Mois Navon, one of the founding 
engineers of Mobileye, designed the EyeQ family of SoC (System on a Chip) - the chip 
powering the autonomous vehicle revolution.  He is the author of numerous hardware 
patents in in the field of image processing and computing hardware.  Prior to Mobileye, Mois 
worked for notable companies such as IBM and NASA's JPL as well as many Israeli Start-Ups. 
 Besides his engineering background, Mois is also a rabbi who teaches Jewish Philosophy in 
numerous venues around the world and has published widely in numerous journals (subject 
to availability). 

 This afternoon, visit Roots.  Meet with locals, both Israelis and Palestinians living in the 
West Bank who struggle to carry on as normal a life as possible despite the separation 
fences and roadblocks, working together at promoting peaceful dialogue and co-existence. 

 Return to hotel. 
 
Track 3: Encounters with Expression 



 

 

 Visit the Muslala Art Project. Muslala is a nonprofit organization established in 2009 by 
artists, residents and community activists of the peripheral Musrara neighborhood in 
Jerusalem. The organization runs art exhibitions, urban “art-tracks,” 
guided tours, art workshops, and has opened an active meeting and study center 
and exhibition space. Muslala wishes to produce a new model that combines artistic activity 
with a social orientation. Most of the activities take place outdoors in the public realm, with 
ripples affecting both East and west Jerusalem and beyond (subject to availability). 

 Art, Photography & Archaeology at the Knesset: The tour highlights the tapestries and 
mosaics by Marc Chagall in the Chagall State Hall; works by Moshe Castel and Reuven Rubin 
on the Government Floor; an exhibit of photographs by the Knesset’s former official 
photographer, David Rubinger; the Second Temple period catacombs; the Archeological 
Garden; and more (subject to availability). 

 Lunch on own. 

 This afternoon, visit Kol HaOt in the city’s pastoral Hutzot Hayotzer artists district.  Kol HaOt 
imparts Jewish values, texts and history through a creative synthesis of the visual and 
performing arts. Participate in a hands-on art workshop. 

 Return to hotel. 
 
Track 4: Jerusalem Hills 

 Travel outside of the city limits to the Jerusalem Forest. 

 Located in the foothills of the Judean Mountains, take a short hike along the path of the 
‘Burma Road’.  Joined by Joe Perlov, discuss some of the more challenging aspects of Israel's 
creation and the effects of the 1948 War of Independence on the region’s Arab villages which 
once were and are no more.  Together, discuss the ways in which this complex and nuanced 
topic resonates on modern Jewish and Israeli identity. 

 Dig for a Day!  Relive history by spending some time at Beit Guvrin/Maresha, an active 
archeological dig. After a short introduction on the history and development of the site, 
descend into the dig itself and take your turn at sifting through layers of history and 
examining your finds.   

 Taste delicious wines and have lunch at one of the area’s many renowned Wineries (exact 
location TBA). 

 En route back to Jerusalem, stop at the 9/11 Memorial.  Built in the wake of the 2001 
attacks, this memorial commemorates the tragic loss of life as well as the heroic sacrifice of 
the first-responders who lost their lives in an effort to save others and provides an excellent 
platform to discuss the importance of the cultural and diplomatic ties which encompass the 
U.S.-Israel relationship (subject to road conditions at the time of visit). 

 Return to hotel. 
 
All together: 
 

 Free evening at leisure; dinner on own. 

 This evening, choose from the following optional night activities (choose one per person): 



 

 

o Explore the famous Western Wall Tunnels, as they stretch under the homes of the 
Muslim Quarter and make their way along the entirety of the length of the Temple 
Mount (subject to availability). 

o Experience the breathtaking digital choreography of the Night Spectacular sound & 
light show at the Tower of David Museum, located in the Old City.   

o Go on an interactive tour of Ammunition Hill, accompanied by Alon Wald, the 
director of the museum whose father fought and died in the battle.  Strategically 
located, Givat Hatachmoshet was the site of some of the Six Day War's most intense 
combat, as a contingent of Israeli paratroopers vied to oust entrenched units of the 
Jordanian Army to link the country’s enclave on Mt. Scopus with central Jerusalem 
and rest of Israel.   

Overnight: Dan Panorama Hotel OR David Citadel Hotel, Jerusalem 
 
 
Day 9: Friday, March 27th-Reflections of Collective Memory/Erev Shabbat 

 After breakfast, visit Yad Vashem. Presenting the story of the Shoah from a unique Jewish 
perspective, Yad Vashem emphasizes the experiences of the individual victims through 
original artifacts, survivor testimonies and personal possessions. Docents will lead special 
tours for first-timers, repeat visitors, or those interested in the Art Museum, the Valley of the 
Communities, the Children's Memorial and other parts of the museum complex.  

 Participate in a moving memorial ceremony at Yad Vashem's amphitheater, accompanied by 
a cantor and with words from mission leaders, rabbis and mission participants who are first, 
second or third generation Holocaust survivors. 

 Meet with Dr. Rachel Korazim, Holocaust lecturer and educator, to explore the special and 
sometimes ambivalent relationship between Israelis and the Shoah from her perspective as a 
Holocaust scholar and daughter of survivors (subject to availability).   

o For families and those with small children: Enjoy the interactive Mt Herzl Museum, 
designed with the younger generation in mind and using state-of-the-art technology 
to draw visitors into the exhibit, both teaching them about the past and asking them 
to relate and compare Herzl’s vision to the present OR Visit the Jerusalem Biblical 
Zoo. 

 Afterwards, visit the Machane Yehuda food and spice market, one of the most beautiful 
markets and most familiar icons in Israel.  Here, the city's diverse assortment of people 
comes together to shop, meet, and -- most importantly – eat.  Enjoy lunch on your own, and 
experience some of the best Iraqi, Moroccan, Libyan, Yemenite, Arab, and Ashkenazi food 
available anywhere. 

 Have the rest of the afternoon at leisure to rest, relax and prepare for Shabbat. 

 Experience a community-wide Kabbalat Shabbat at the Davidson Center’s Pergola, set 
against the impressive and timeless backdrop of the Temple Mount. 

 Free time for reflection at the Western Wall. 

 Return to the hotel for Shabbat dinner, to be joined by lone soldiers and Jerusalem-based 
Masa participants from Portland (details TBD). 



 

 

Overnight: Dan Panorama Hotel OR David Citadel Hotel, Jerusalem 
 
 
Day 10: Saturday, March 28th-Shabbat in Jerusalem/Departure 

 Experience the atmosphere of Shabbat in Jerusalem at leisure. For those interested in 
attending Shabbat morning services at nearby area synagogues, a list will be provided.   

 
Special touring options include (choose one):  
 

 Walking tour of Yemin Moshe. Yemin Moshe was the first Jewish neighborhood to be 
established in the modern era outside the walls of the Old City. The picturesque 19th 
century area, founded by Moshe Montefiore, has seen quite its share of the city's 
tumultuous modern history; it sits on the seam between East and West (Shomer Shabbat-
friendly).    

 Enjoy a walking tour of Jerusalem. Study the poetry of Yehuda Amichai as we walk through 
the neighborhoods in which he lived and wrote. This tour combines text, poetry and 
sites to “get under the skin” of the city. As we read poems in the places in which they are 
set, we will gain a deeper understanding of the history of Jerusalem, the people of the 
City and the life of Yehuda Amichai who is widely considered to be Israel's greatest modern 
poet (Shomer Shabbat-friendly).  

 View the Four Quarters of the Old City from above as you experience a Ramparts Walk tour 
along the top of the actual walls of the Old City (Shomer Shabbat-friendly). 

 Experience the sites of the Christian Quarter. Walk through several of the Stations of the 
Cross along the Via Dolorosa, and conclude inside the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, held by 
believers to be the site of Jesus's execution and burial. Receive interesting insights into the 
status of Israel's multi-ethnic Christian community and the issues of identity it faces as a 
small minority living in a Jewish state with a sizable Muslim minority.  

 Visit the Israel Museum. The Museum houses encyclopedic collections, including works 
dating from prehistoric times to today. The Jewish Art and Life wings feature the most 
extensive holdings of biblical and Holy Land archaeology in the world. While here, a visit to 
the Shrine of the Book, which houses the Dead Sea Scrolls (the oldest biblical manuscripts in 
the world), and the model of Jerusalem in the Second Temple period are a must. 

 For ‘Go North’ track participants only: Tour Masada & the Dead Sea (includes lunch at a 
Dead Sea hotel). 

 Mountain Biking in the Jerusalem forest at Sataf. 
 

 
All together: 

 As Shabbat comes to a close, we gather as a community to express thanks for this special 
time together. A beautiful Seudat Shlishit, Havdalah ceremony and closing program will 
be held at Beit Shmuel’s Blaustein Hall, a majestic venue overlooking the breathtaking view 
of the Old City walls. 



 

 

 Return to hotel to pack and prepare for the return journey to Portland. 

 Late-evening hotel check-out. 
 Individual transfers to Ben Gurion international airport for the return flight home. 

 
***Kenes Tours seek to create and deliver client-driven, high-impact and content-rich programs. To 
do this, the cooperation of suppliers, speakers and other content providers are vital. Despite our 
desire to implement our proposed programs, and in light of Israel’s ever-changing cultural and 
business dynamic, there are times when amendments are required due to circumstances beyond 
our control. As such, our itineraries are all ‘subject to availability.’  Recognizing the importance of 
providing a stellar program, in cases where we are not able to confirm an item on your itinerary, 
we commit to providing alternative content of an equal or greater impact.*** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


